
DRAFT 
New 
Policy  6.62a Sexually Explicit Content in Instructional Materials 
Legal  Code of Virginia 22.1-16.8, 2.2-2827, 18.2-390; Virginia Department of Education, Model  
  Policies Concerning Instructional Materials with Sexually Explicit Content, August 2022.  
Cross Ref 6.62 Instructional Materials 

6.38 Supplemental Materials Selection and Adoption 
6.24 Family Life Education 
6.39 Handling a Complaint About Supplementary Instructional Materials 
6.62aAR  Identification of Sexually Explicit Content in Instructional Materials (new) 

 
I.  Purpose 

To establish clear procedures for schools to (i) identify all instructional materials with sexually explicit content, 
(ii) ensure parental notification of any instructional materials with sexually explicit content, (iii) permit parents to 
review all instructional materials with sexually explicit content, and (iv) ensure alternative instructional 
materials, that do not include sexually explicit content, are provided in a non-punitive manner for any student 
whose parent so requests. 

II.  Definitions 

For purposes of this Policy, the following definitions apply. 

A. The phrases “instructional material” and “instructional materials” mean any content used by one or 
more students for an educational purpose, regardless of (a) its format, whether printed, 
representational, audiovisual, electronic, or digital (such as materials, social media content, and 
software applications accessible through the internet), or (b) the time, place, and manner in which the 
content is used. Library materials are considered instructional materials when used (i) for completion of 
an assignment given by Roanoke County Public Schools, or (ii) as part of an academic or 
extracurricular educational program conducted by Roanoke County Public Schools. They include any 
division, school, and/or classroom purchased or created assessments. However, the phrases 
“instructional material” and “instructional materials” do not include standardized national or state 
assessments, such ACT, SAT, NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress), AP (Advanced 
Placement), or SOL (Standards of Learning) exams. 

B. “Parent” or “parents” means any parent, guardian, legal custodian, or other person having control or 
charge of a child. 

C. “Sexually explicit content” means (i) any description of or (ii) any picture, photograph, drawing, 
motion picture film, digital image or similar visual representation depicting sexual bestiality, a lewd 
exhibition of nudity, as nudity is defined in this policy, sexual excitement, sexual conduct or 
sadomasochistic abuse, as defined in this policy, coprophilia, urophilia, or fetishism. Instructional 
materials shall not be designated as sexually explicit based solely on the sexual orientation of the 
persons or characters therein.  

D. “Nudity” means a state of undress so as to expose the human male or female genitals, pubic area or 
buttocks with less than a full opaque covering, or the showing of the female breast with less than a fully 
opaque covering of any portion thereof below the top of the nipple, or the depiction of covered or 
uncovered male genitals in a discernibly turgid state. 

E. “Sadomasochistic abuse” means actual or explicitly simulated flagellation or torture by or upon a 
person who is nude or clad in undergarments, a mask or bizarre costume, or the condition of being 
fettered, bound or otherwise physically restrained on the part of one so clothed.  

 

 



III.  Identification of Instructional Materials with Sexually Explicit Content 

A. The principal of each school shall establish, in consultation and coordination with school division 
instructional supervisors, a process for identifying instructional materials with sexually explicit content.  

B. Prior to the start of the academic year, schools shall identify the specific instructional materials that 
include sexually explicit content which may be used during the upcoming school year.  

C. Schools shall maintain a current list of instructional materials with sexually explicit content, by grade 
and subject, on the school’s public website. 

IV.  Notice to Parents 

A. At least thirty (30) days prior to the use of any instructional materials with sexually explicit content, 
principals shall provide written notice to parents that (i) specifically identifies the instructional materials 
with sexually explicit content, (ii) informs parents of their right to review such instructional materials, and 
(iii) informs parents of their right to have their child use, in a non-punitive manner, alternative, 
instructional materials that do not include sexually explicit content. 

B. Such notice should be provided in writing to parents by U.S. mail, email, and/or in person at a 
parent-teacher meeting. 

V.  Parental Right to Review of Instructional Materials with Sexually Explicit Content and Right to 
Alternative Instructional Materials 

A. Schools shall have available at the school for parent review all instructional materials that include 
sexually explicit content. Online access for parental review of instructional materials that include 
sexually explicit content will be provided unless not technically feasible or prohibited by copyright 
protection.  

B. Upon a parent’s request, schools shall provide, in a matter that is not punitive, alternative 
instructional materials for the student that do not include sexually explicit content. 

C. Parents may change their decision with respect to the use of alternative instructional materials by 
providing written notice to the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.62aAR   Identification of Sexually Explicit Content in Instructional Materials 

Per the Code of Virginia 22.1-16.8 and RCPS School Board Policy 6.62a, instructional materials with sexually explicit 
content must be identified and notice be given to parents prior to use with students. Specifically, the following procedures 
must the followed: 

1. Teachers, in consultation with school and division instructional leaders, determine which instructional materials, if any, 
contain sexually explicit content, based on the definitions provided in Policy 6.62a.  

2. The identification of instructional materials containing sexually explicit content normally takes place prior to the school 
year.  

3. Whether identified instructional materials meet the definition of sexually explicit content is verified by the principal and 
instructional supervisor for the academic subject area.  

4. A list of instructional materials with sexually explicit content is maintained on the school website, by grade and subject 
area.  

5. At least 30 days prior to the use of such materials with students, the teacher notifies parents in writing and provides 
access (online if technically practicable and permitted by copyright laws) to the materials to parents.  

6. For parents who request in writing that alternative materials be provided to their child, the teacher provides alternative 
materials without sexually explicit content.  

Verification that Instructional Materials Contain Sexually Explicit Content  

Title or Name of Material Reviewed: 

Subject/Course:                                                           Grade:                      Approx. Date to be Used: 

School: 

CRITERIA YES NO 

1. Does the material meet the definition of “instructional materials”? (If yes, continue.)   

2. Does the material describe or depict sexual bestiality?   

3. Does the material describe or depict a lewd exhibition of nudity?   

4. Does the material describe or depict sexual excitement?   

5. Does the material describe or depict sexual conduct?   

6. Does the material describe or depict sadomasochistic abuse, coprophilia, urophilia, or fetishism?   
 
If “yes” is answered for any question 2-6, the instructional material under consideration meets the definition of 
“sexually explicit content” and the steps outlined in Policy 6.62a must be followed before the material is used with 
students.  

Teacher(s) Using Materials: 

Principal Verifying Material:                                                                                                                    Date: 

Division Instructional Supervisor Verifying Material:                                                                               Date: 

Date Material Posted to Website: 

Date Notification Sent to Parents: 
A copy of the completed verification form is maintained by the teacher, the principal, and the division instructional supervisor.  


